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Is It OK to Celebrate the Elimination of an Arch-Terrorist?
By Rabbi Tzvi Freeman
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Question:
Is it inappropriate to be celebrating the death of an arch-terrorist? Is that a Jewish value?
Response:
You’ve asked what I could only call a very Jewish question. For one thing, it’s so typically Jewish to feel guilty about rejoicing. Aside from that, the wisdom of our sages on this topic runs deep and thick. When do you know a wisdom is deep? When at first glance it seems full of contradiction.
[bookmark: footnoteRef1a1507393]Let’s start with Solomon the Wise, who writes, “When the wicked perish, there is joyful song.”1
[bookmark: footnoteRef2a1507393]Sounds pretty unequivocal. Until you find another statement of the same author, in the same book: “When your enemy falls, do not rejoice, and when he stumbles, let your heart not exult, lest the L‑rd see and be displeased, and turn His wrath away from him.”2
[bookmark: footnoteRef3a1507393]The Talmud mirrors the tension. We find: “When the wicked perish from the world, good comes to the world, as the verse states, ‘When the wicked perish, there is joyful song.’”3
[bookmark: footnoteRef4a1507393]. . . while in the same volume, the Talmud has already told us, “When the Egyptians were drowning in the Sea of Reeds, the angels wanted to sing. G‑d said to them, ‘The work of My hands is drowning in the sea, and you want to sing?’”4

Let’s Get Straight to the Heart of the  Matter
We aren’t the first to note these paradoxes and more. Now is not the time to list every resolution suggested. Instead, let’s get straight to the heart of the matter:
What is so terrible, after all, about celebrating the death of a wicked evildoer? Why would you even think it decrepit to rejoice that a man who himself rejoiced over the demise of so many others, and connived ingeniously to bring destruction and terror across the globe, should now be removed from it? Is it so horrible to feel happy that the world has just become a better, safer and happier place?
No, it’s not. That’s perfectly legit. On the contrary, someone who is not celebrating at this time is apparently not so concerned by the presence of evil upon our lovely planet. Those who are outraged by evil are carrying now smiles upon their face. The apathetic don’t give a hoot.

Why Would Not G-d Himself Rejoice?
If so, when Pharaoh and his henchmen, who had enslaved our people for generations—mistreating them with the utmost cruelty, drowning our babies and beating workers to death—when they were finally being drowned in the sea, why would not G‑d Himself rejoice?
Simple: Because they are “the work of My hands.” For this, they are magnificent. And a terrible loss.
[bookmark: footnoteRef5a1507393]As another prophet put it, “As I live, says the L‑rd G‑d, I do not wish for the death of the wicked, but for the wicked to repent of his way so that he may live.”5
For the same reason, Solomon tells you not to rejoice over the fall of your enemy. If that’s the reason you are celebrating—because he is your enemy, that you have been vindicated in a personal battle—then how are you better than him? His wickedness was self-serving, as is your joy.
But to rejoice over the diminishment of evil in the world, that we have done something of our part to clean up the mess, that there has been justice—what could be more noble?

The Sin of the Terrorists Was Their Refusal to
Recognize the Divine Image of Their Enemies
That, after all, was the sin of many of these terrorists: They recognize G‑d. They are often deeply religious men. They pray to G‑d five times a day and thank Him for each of their nefarious achievements. The sin of the terrorists is to refuse to recognize the divine image within every human being, to deny the value G‑d Himself places upon “the work of My hands.” To them, this world is an ugly, dark place, constructed only so that it could be obliterated in some final apocalypse, and they are ready to help it on its way. With that sin, all the worship and religiosity is rendered decrepit evil.

The Obligation to Celebrate the Elimination of Evil
So, there’s the irony of it all, the depth and beauty that lies in the tension of our Torah: If we celebrate that a person was killed, we are stooping to his realm of depravation. Yet if we don’t celebrate the elimination of evil, we demonstrate that we simply don’t care.
We are not angels. An angel, when it sings, is filled with nothing but song. An angel, when it cries, is drowned in its own tears. We are human beings. We can sing joyfully and mourn both at once. We can hate the evil of a person, while appreciating that he is still the work of G‑d’s hands. In this way, the human being, not the angel, is the perfect vessel for the wisdom of Torah.

Sources
See Maharsha on Sanhedrin 39b; Midrash Shmuel 4:22.

Footnotes
1. Proverbs 11:10.
2. Proverbs 24:17–18.
3. Sanhedrin 113b.
4. Sanhedrin 39b.
5. Ezekiel 33:11.


Fulfilling His Promise
By Rabbi Yehuda Zev Klein
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Rav Avrohom Ausband

No one in recent memory had such a positive impact on his children and students as Rabbi Avrohom Ausband, the head of the Riverdale yeshiva. I’d like to share a fascinating story about him. When Rav Ausband traveled to Florida, he occasionally stayed with a man named Jacob Lyons.
One of those occasions was in October 2011. At that time, the St. Louis Cardinals were playing the Texas Rangers in the World Series, with the Cardinals trailing the Rangers three games to two.
Games six and, if necessary, seven were set to be played at Busch Stadium in St. Louis. Mr. Lyons was a diehard Cardinals fan and wasn’t going to miss the chance to see his team make history. Watching the game on TV wasn’t enough; he wanted to be in the stadium to witness it live.
Game six was scheduled for Thursday night. His plan was to fly from Boca Raton to St. Louis on Thursday and catch the game that evening. However, he had a dilemma: what if the Cardinals won game six and tied the World Series? Game seven would take place on Friday night, and there was no point in flying in for game six if he couldn’t watch game seven when his favorite team could potentially be crowned champions.

Asking the Rabbi a Very Interesting Question
So, he approached Rabbi Ausband with a very interesting question.
“Rabbi, I’ve worked out all the laws of Shabbat in advance. I’ll stay at a hotel right across the street, and they won’t hear my ticket. I found a minyan with a Torah scroll. I can walk in and out of the stadium without any problems.”
Before Rabbi Ausband could respond, he overheard the question and pulled him aside. “Uncle, I just heard your question. Let me understand: you’re thinking of attending a baseball game in a stadium on Friday night?”
“Rabbi, you have to understand, this isn’t just a baseball game. This is game seven of the World Series.”
“I know exactly what you’re talking about. You think I don’t know about the Cleveland Indians from way back? Here’s my deal: if you don’t go to the game, if you don’t watch it on TV, listen to it on the radio, or even ask the score on Shabbat, I promise you the Cardinals will win the World Series. You can even order the Kiddush now for Shabbat, and I’ll tell everyone the whole story during Kiddush. You can include it in the shul newsletter about the Cardinals winning.”

“Rabbi, We Have a Deal!”
That was quite a bold promise. The Cardinals hadn’t even played game six yet, and they would need to win both game six and game seven to be champions. The uncle thought, if I’m truly a Cardinals fan, I must take this deal. He shook hands with Rabbi Ausband and said, “Rabbi, we have a deal.”
So, he stayed in Boca Raton. On Thursday night, he watched game six. It was the bottom of the ninth inning, two outs, and the Cardinals were down by two runs. He thought about calling the caterer to cancel the Kiddush. But miraculously, the Cardinals came back and scored two runs to tie the game.
They went into extra innings. The Rangers scored two runs in the top of the tenth inning. Again, the Cardinals were down to their last out, trailing by two runs. Miraculously, they scored two runs again and tied the game. In the bottom of the eleventh inning, the Cardinals won game six with a dramatic walk-off home run. Now, it was on to game seven.
On Friday night, Jacob was having his Shabbat meal, anxious and wondering about the game. His housekeeper asked if he wanted to know the score. “No, I can’t know the score,” he replied.
Like every pessimistic die-hard fan, he went to sleep convinced that the Cardinals had lost the World Series.
On Shabbat morning, he woke up at 6:30, got dressed, and made his way to shul for the early minyan. On his way, he passed a CVS Pharmacy and glanced at the newspaper. To his delight, he saw that the Cardinals had won game seven, five to two, claiming the World Series title.
When he arrived at shul, Rabbi Ausband approached him. “Jacob, when am I speaking?” he asked, not even inquiring who won the game. He was so convinced that because of Shmirat Shabbat, the promise would be fulfilled.
A righteous person decrees, and Hashem fulfills it. When someone takes a stand for the honor of Heaven, Hashem fulfills His promise.
And now, we know.
Reprinted from the Parashat Nitzavim 2024 edition of the Torahanytimes.com website.
The Misnagid Torah Scholar and the Kotzker Rebbe

A G-d of faith without iniquity (32:4) The daughter of a certain Rabbi who was a great Torah scholar — belonging to the Misnagdim [opponents of the Chassidic movement]  — passed away. As a result, he suffered much anguish, and fell into a depression. He decided to travel to a Chasidic Rebbe, and set out for Kotzk. When he arrived, he entered into the Rebbe’s chamber and they struck up a discussion revolving around Torah topics. 
The Rebbe posed a difficulty from a certain Gemoro, and the Rabbi resolved it based on a Tosfos in another location. Then the Rebbe asked a difficult question on that Tosfos. The Rabbi strained himself and found an answer to that one as well. At that point, the Rebbe told him: “You see that in the Torah, everything is fine; everything is resolved. Certainly, in terms of controlling the world, everything is being taken care of in a fine manner as well, as it is stated: 
’A G-d of faith without iniquity.’“ The Torah scholar was greatly impressed by the words of the Rebbe, and his soul was calmed down. From then on, he became a Kotzker Chosid. (Chiyuchah Shel Torah) 

Reprinted from the Rosh Hashanah/Parshat Ha’Azino 5785 email of R. Yedidye Hirtenfeld’s whY I Matter parsha sheet for the Young Israel of Midwood in Brooklyn, NY.

The Tour Guide 
Advocating for Israel
by Yehudis Litvak
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When tourists stopped coming to Israel after Oct 7th, Oren Cahanovitc became a passionate advocate for Israel on YouTube.

Before the horrific Hamas attack on October 7th, Oren worked as a tour guide, leading groups of mostly non-Jewish tourists in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and other popular Israeli destinations. To help visitors to Israel, Oren began a YouTube channel, where he uploaded videos with travel tips, hotel recommendations, public transportation information, and popular as well as little known destinations in Israel.
Oren’s favorite topic was the Israeli society. Even before October 7th, he produced some political videos, and after October 7th, his focus shifted completely to Israel advocacy. “First of all,” he says, “there are no tourists in Israel, but also when the war ends and tourists come back, I will keep making videos, because there are enough great tour guides in Israel, but there are not enough people who are combatting the Palestinian lies.”
Oren’s most popular videos have gotten millions of views. His audience is from all over the world and mostly not Jewish. In an interview with Aish.com Oren says, “One of my biggest problems is that most of my videos have 80-85% likes, which basically means that a lot of it stays in the echo chamber, and I do want to get to those on the other side.” Oren is trying different strategies to attract viewers who oppose his position on Israel, but even with his current statistics, he says, “Millions are watching the videos every month, so even if 20% of those people don’t agree with me, it is still a lot of eyeballs.”

[image: ]


The videos get 50,000 comments per month. “Of course, not all are positive, but that’s good,” says Oren. Some of his videos are made in response to anti-Israel comments he receives. “I never delete comments. I really believe in free speech.”
In his videos, Oren focuses on facts and challenges the viewers to prove him wrong. For example, he says that Jews have never stolen land from Arabs and asks those who object to name at least one village that was stolen by Jews before the Arabs declared a war in 1948.
“I say there are zero,” he says. “By the way, I can give you many names of villages that Arabs stole from the Jews. Like, in Gaza – there was a Jewish community in Gaza until 1929, or in Hebron, or in Motza. After the Arabs started a war – yes, they lost land, because that’s what happens: when you start a war, you might lose.”
Or when people blame the Israeli settlements in the West Bank for lack of peace, Oren asks them to explain why there was no peace before 1967. Oren says that this approach of asking viewers to prove him wrong, challenging them and making them think, works very well.

How to Defend Israel
Even though Oren has a Master’s degree in Israeli history and extensive experience leading tours based on history and religion, he says that one does not need to be an expert in history in order to defend Israel. The facts are out there, accessible to anyone.

[image: ]

However, people tend to take the side of the Palestinians because, explains Oren, “they’re seen as the underdog. And there are more casualties on the other side. Israel is stronger. And in this world we’re living in, there is nothing better than being a victim. And they play the victim card very well.”
In addition, Oren points out “an obsession with the Jews.” Besides, he says, “it’s easy to be a reporter in Israel. You have internet, electricity, food. Your life is not in danger. And you can say how terrible Israel is and what the Israelis are doing in the West Bank. But the worst conflict today in the Middle East is the war in Yemen. Nobody wants to be a journalist in Yemen. And Arabs killing Arabs? Nobody cares. If you can’t blame the Jews, then it’s not too interesting.”
Nevertheless, Oren believes that all of us can play a part in counteracting the anti-Israel propaganda, even those of us whose social media contacts are already pro-Israel. “Understand that you have a lot of power. When you’re on social media, you’re not just consuming information. You’re also teaching the algorithm what interests you and what you like. If you watch a pro-Israel video and like it, comment on it, or share it, it is a very strong message to the algorithm that this is valid, this is true, let’s push it a little bit further. There is a reason why all the content creators are asking to you like, share, and comment. We can see it in the analytics on the other side. It helps tremendously!”

Oren’s Top 5 Points in Defense of Israel
For those who would like to participate in defending Israel, Oren suggests the following top 5 points:
1. The Palestinians are very clear that they want to destroy Israel. They never wanted their own state. They want to deny Jews a state. They have said so from the very beginning of the conflict.
2. It is better to be an Arab in Israel than in any other country in the Middle East. Arabs in Israel enjoy more rights and more freedom than in any other Arab Muslim country.
3. For proponents of women’s rights and human rights, it does not make sense to be pro-Palestinian.
4. If you’re not sure who to believe – Israeli Jews or Arab Muslims, go visit your nearby Jewish community. See where there is more violence: in the Israeli Jewish community or in the Arab Muslim community? Are Jews blowing up mosques? Or is it always the other way around? If in the Arab Muslim countries there is no democracy, no women’s rights, and a lot of political and religious violence, then maybe it’s not the fault of the Jews or Israel.
5. If you really care about human lives in the Middle East, Syria and Yemen should be your biggest concerns. By far the deadliest conflicts in the Middle East in recent years have been in Syria and Yemen. But when it’s Muslims killing Muslims, nobody seems to care.

Unlikely Allies
The most surprising outcome of Oren’s advocacy has been the positive response and support from oppressed ethnic and religious minorities living in Muslim countries.
“You can see that people are writing from their hearts,” says Oren. “I do talk a little bit about it – Christians living in Muslim countries, the persecution there. And people from Iran, Syria, Iraq, Egypt write to me, ‘You’re describing our lives here under Muslim rule! You tell our story.’ This is something I didn’t expect, and these are the most emotional responses I get.”
The western world seems to close its eyes to the suffering of these minorities. Oren says, “There are about 50 Muslim countries, and you don’t see a single minority thriving there. They all live in fear, whether it is Christians in Nigeria, which are being slaughtered by the Muslims, or Christians in Egypt, or minorities in Iran. It’s not only that the Muslims hate the Jews because of what the ‘terrible’ Israelis are doing to the Palestinians. The Muslims act the same way towards Christians, and Yazidis, and Kurds. Bringing awareness to the atrocities in Muslim countries is extremely important.”
Oren wonders if his correspondents from Muslim countries are risking their lives when they respond to his videos and speak out against their countries’ regimes. He believes that the western world can do much more to help these oppressed minorities.

Maintaining a Positive Outlook
Though Oren at times receives death threats and other nasty messages, “I don’t take them too seriously,” he says. “Golda Meir used to say that pessimism is a luxury that a Jew cannot afford. This is what keeps me going, and I’m seeing the results. I get many supportive comments, but the comments I really love are, ‘you know, I don’t agree with you on everything, but you made me think.’” That, to Oren, is mission accomplished.
Oren is optimistic about Israel’s future. “We have something really good going on,” he says. “When you look at the history of the Jewish people, you see that we’ve overcome a lot worse. And we will overcome this challenge as well.”

Reprinted from the September 22, 2024 website of aish.com 

******************************************************************
Hashem's portion is His people (32:9) R' Shalom Shachna Friedman zt¨l (1771-1813; early chassidic rebbe) taught: In essence, all Jews are of one root; only in their physical existence do they differ. Thus, he who hates one of them hates them all, and he who loves one of them becomes one with them, both with their bodies in this world and their roots in the heavens above. (Quoted in The House of Rizhin)

Reprinted from the Rosh Hashanah/Parshat Ha’Azino 5785 email of R. Yedidye Hirtenfeld’s whY I Matter parsha sheet for the Young Israel of Midwood in Brooklyn, NY.
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